
to email within Microsoft 

365,  but will have the  op-

tion to download five copies 

of Microsoft Office to a  

tablet or mobile  device. 

 

         -James VanMeter,    

           Chief Technology Officer    
    

 

     We are pleased to   

announce that our agree-

ments with Microsoft   

Corporation now allow the 

Columbia County School 

System not only to provide 

Microsoft 365 to our stu-

dents, but also to our full 

time staff as well!   As of 

now, Principals, Assistant 

Principals, Bookkeepers, 

Secretaries, Media Special-

ists, Teachers, Paraprofes-

s i o n a l s ,  G u i d a n c e       

Counselors and Technology 

Support Specialists have 

access to the Microsoft 365 

Portal! 

   To access the portal,  go 

to the website https://

login.microsoftonline.com.    

Your username   is    <your 

c c b o e  u s e r n a m e > 

@ccboe.onmicrosoft.com 

( f o r  e x a m p l e , 

james.vanmeter@ccboe.onm

icrosoft.com) and your   

password is the CCBOE 

password  you use to log in 

to your computer every day.   

If you are able to log in, but 

you see a message that you 

have no license assigned, 

please call your Technology 

Support Specialist. 

   Staff will not have access 

Microsoft 365 

C3:  Coding in the Classroom with Chrome  

   Students enrolled in     

Introduction to Digital         

Technology have been    

enhancing their knowledge of 

programming by practicing 

JavaScript on Khan Academy. 

Students are required to 

watch introductory videos 

and then complete the    

activities and projects. Learn-

ing any programming       

language is tedious and detail 

or iented;  one wrong       

keystroke can cause an   

entire program not to work. 

To help students find and 

correct errors we use 

Google Chrome laptops. A 

few students have personal 

Chrome devices, and I have 

one as well. These devices 

allow us to maneuver quickly 

around the room and assist 

other students with issues. 

We can simply log on to 

Khan Academy, pull up our 

personal  log- ins , and      

compare one piece of code 

to another. I have found that 

by having these devices on 

hand has allowed for       

students to work together 

more effectively by sharing 

ideas and applying them to 

different scenarios. We can 

also work at a much       

f a s t e r  p a c e . 

 

         

-
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Brandon Toatley and Tim-

othy Rausch, students at 

GHS, practice coding in 

Mrs. Poucher’s class.  
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   At  GHS we love 

Turnitin.com!  It is not only 

great for teaching students 

how to cite sources cor-

rectly, and when to quote 

something versus para-

phrase it, but it also can be 

used in the classroom to 

train students and to have 

them help you do the grad-

i n g  w o r k !        

   Sophomore students at 

GHS wrote persuasive let-

ters from one character to 

another from Acts I and II 

of Julius Caesar.  These let-

ters count as tests, and the 

students have a fairly 

lengthy list of rhetorical 

strategies they had to em-

ploy in the letters. As with 

all formal writing, they had 

to submit their letters to 

Turnitin.com.  But in class, 

we can also use these up-

loaded documents to help 

reinforce the identification, 

use, and purpose of rhetori-

cal strategies.  The uploaded 

document becomes a visual 

aid for the overall lesson.    

   Turnitin.com allows for us 

to project the students’ 

letters onto the big screen 

in class and to zoom in. The 

writer reads his/her letter 

aloud to the class while five 

students chosen to “find the 

rhetoric” for each letter 

follow along on the screen 

and listen closely.  After the 

writer reads the persuasive 

letter, the chosen students 

refer to the letter on the 

screen and point out the 

strategies the writer em-

ployed to effectively per-

s u a d e .        

   We accomplish many 

things at once-  the student 

reads his/her writing as the 

class follows along.  The 

students are held accounta-

ble by filling out a chart that 

rates several letters and the 

students’ use of rhetoric, 

and since we can follow 

along at the same time, we 

can partially grade the letter 

while they read and discuss 

the writing.  The students 

get immediate feedback on 

how they did, and they are 

practicing and honing their 

skills for their upcoming 

rhetorical analysis quiz over 

the famous funeral speeches 

in the play and for the up-

coming test.   
   Turnitin.com holds them 

accountable to citations, but 

it also helps us teach using 

actual student writing sam-

ples from their peers.  It is 

also very affirming for us as 

teachers since we can see 

right away where they are 

confused and where we may 

need to re-teach.   

 

      —Jennifer Lowery, GHS 

MediaFire: Store and share  

videos, songs, photos and 

files from your computer or 

mobile device. 10GB of 

space. FREE 

 

Baiboard:  Whiteboard with 

built in  video conferencing.  

Share the screen from the 

iPad to a Web browser.  

IOS App .   FREE 

 

Scoot & Doodle: Google+ 

app that allows students to 

create and collaborate with 

up to 10 people.   FREE 

 

Lino:   Online web sticky 

note service that can be 

used to post memos, to-do 

lists, ideas and photos.  

Share with friends. IOS and 

G o o g l e  P l a y .  F R E E 

 

ShowDocument:  Create a 

web meeting where you can 

upload, share, and view web 

documents.  No download 

is  required.  FREE  

 

TitanPad:  Multiple people 

can work on one document 

at the same time.   Create a 

backchannel that is easy to 

access and edit.  Web-

based.  FREE 

Wiggio:  Create groups and 

assign tasks, create to-do 

lists, share documents, cal-

endars and other content.  

Web-based and FREE! 

 

CoSketch: Multi-user white-

board.    Work math prob-

lems,  brainstorm ideas, and 

share with others in real-

time. Can be used with  

Google Maps.   Web-based 

and FREE. 

 

DebateGraph: Web-based 

platform for creating maps 

or viewing/editing maps 

already created.  FREE 

Turn it and Learn it 
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Not sure what to do 

with your old tablet 

or phone?   Read 

this article for some 

ideas on how you 

can use these older 

devices. 

Do you have a 

tool you like to 

use?  Please share!  

Email the tool to 

Maggie Davis.  

http://turnitin.com/
http://turnitin.com/
http://turnitin.com/
http://turnitin.com/
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http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/columnist/komando/2015/02/20/older-phone-tablet/23673195/
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    Do you have an iPad and 

pondered how you could 

utilize it in your classroom?  

Well, ponder no more. I 

have researched many ways 

to integrate a single iPad in 

your elementary classroom.   

Before the children start 

using the iPad, establish 

clear rules and expectations 

for the device. I would also 

recommend modeling ways 

for students to share the 

iPad, such as using timers or 

taking turns pressing the 

“buttons”.     
   There are many ways to 

integrate an iPad.  A few of 

the ways are the following: 

 
1. Differentiated Instruc-

tion— Extend your more 

able learners, or give your 

struggling learners more 

reinforcement.  

 
2. Schedule 1 on 1 time 

for students with the 

iPad - Shared time helps 

get everyone involved, but 

as with real life, 1 on 1 time 

is important, too.  It is great 

for “catching up” low stu-

dents on a specific skill.  

 
 3. Listening Center - 

There are many free book 

apps that could be used in 

your classroom during this 

time. Many apps have read 

aloud audio.  Tip: Head-

phones make the iPad a 

good deal less distracting 

for those who don't have it, 

and more involving for 

those who do have it! Head-

phone splitters mean more 

than one student can listen 

at once. I recommend the 

Belkin headphone splitter.   

 

4.Scan Text/Worksheets 

- Use the camera or a   

scanner app to capture text 

from a book, worksheet or 

s e l f - c r e a t e d  g r a p h i c       

organizer and write on or 

annotate it in CamScanner 

or Skitch.    

 

5. Create a QR  Scaven-

ger Hunt- Have students 

complete the hunt in small 

groups, taking turns to scan 

the QR code and search for 

the information.   You could 

also create “Mystery Prize” 

certi f icates for your     

treasure box using QR 

codes.  Just take a picture of 

the prize, create a QR code 

to go along with the picture, 

print the code and paste it 

on a card.  The student can 

then choose a card, scan the 

code, and voila, the student 

can see a picture of the 

prize he/she will receive 

from the treasure box.   

The kids love it!!!   

 

6. Whole Class – Apple 

TV, Reflection, Mirroring 

360 or AirServer are used 

to project your iPad on the 

big screen (SmartBoard/

white board) for the whole 

class to see.  However, 

there may be a cost and 

they all require Wi-Fi.  

iTools can be downloaded 

for free on your computer 

and your iPad can be synced 

wirelessly. 

 

7. Small Groups - Use 

apps suitable for small group 

instruction.  The teacher 

can lead the small group, 

demonstrate the skill with 

the app, and involve       

students in the learning      

process.    

8. Make fluency assess-

ments - Record students 

reading with an audio app, 

or with the built-in video 

camera.  They can play the 

recording back and hear 

themselves read.   

 

9. Movie Trailers with 

iMovie - A great collabora-

tive experience where   

students get to plan, act, 

and shoot their own movie 

trailer! Link to stories in 

Language Arts, historical 

events in Social Studies, 

school events, field trips, 

etc. 

 

   You may ask yourself, “Is 

only one iPad in a classroom 

worth it?”.   The answer is a 

resounding, “Yes!”.   There 

are endless apps that will fit 

your needs as well as your 

students’.  Teachers have 

been doing a fantastic job of 

engaging their students in 

diverse ways for years  

without the iPad.  However, 

just think of what could be 

a c c o m p l i s h e d  w h e n       

integrating the iPad into the 

awesome learning environ-

ment already in place.    

After all, teachers are not 

teaching “apps”.  They are 

using the apps to teach skills 

and assess student learning 

in a more rigorous way and 

providing an environment 

where students are involved 

i n  app r op r i a t e  a n d         

purposeful learning experi-

ences.   
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“Every great dream 

begins with a 

dreamer. Always 

remember, you 

have within you the 

strength, the pa-

tience, and the pas-

sion to reach for 

the stars to change 

the world.” 

 

Harriet Tubman 

Have you lost your 

EZ Grader?   Try 

the IOS app called 

Groovy Grader.    

It is easy to use 

and completely 

FREE! 

http://www.belkin.com/us/p/P-AV10044/
https://www.camscanner.com/user/download
http://evernote.com/skitch/
http://www.apple.com/appletv/
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http://itools.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/groovy-grader/id376433959?mt=8
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“It’s spring fever. 

That is what the 

name of it is. And 

when you’ve got it, 

you want — oh, you 

don’t quite know 

what it is you do 

want, but it just fairly 

makes your heart 

ache, you want it 

so!” 

 

Mark Twain 

     Hello, I’m Lorelei (pronunciation: “lor-uh-lie”) Culbreth!  I recently participated in the 

S.T.E.M. program at Evans Middle School.  S.T.E.M. is a great opportunity for all ages.  My 

group and I felt that we were truly solving a very large problem in the world.  Our project 

was to find a material/object that would block Radio Frequency Identification (R.F.I.D.) 

readers/scanners from getting information from R.F.I.D. cards, which is a type card that 

many people use nowadays as credit cards, gym membership cards, etc.  My group found 

that the material, stainless steel, could completely block the R.F.I.D. reader from getting any 

information off the card. 
     One of the many things I really enjoyed about S.T.E.M., is I could do something very 

educational and make it fun, and I could hang out with three of my friends a few hours   

every week!  Since we hardly ever get to partner-up in class, it was a very exciting         

experience to be able to choose the people I wanted in my group.  And I knew that I 

should choose people who would participate, not play around too much, and not make me 

do all the work.  I chose the right people, and, lucky for me, they all agreed to be in my 

group!  I know I would choose them all over again in a heartbeat; they were such great 

teammates!  They were all very hard-working, but at the same time, we could all take a 

short breaks occasionally and have a little (or a lot) of fun.  In short, my group was        

sophisticatedly awesome! 
     I like being challenged up to a point, and S.T.E.M. almost (at one part of the project) got 

past that point.  Right then, when I felt the entire project was doomed and it was a total 

waste of time, I realized: S.T.E.M. is trying to challenge how much I can be challenged.    

Everyone who knows me, knows I don’t like to lose to anyone or be proven wrong by  

anyone!  And I wasn’t going to let a program (of all things!) tell me that I lost and that I was 

wrong in joining it in the first place, and I am so glad I didn’t give up, because if I had, I 

wouldn’t have seen my group take a giant leap into helping the world avoid a humongous 

issue. 
    One of my biggest pet-peeves is when someone thinks 

they’re better than kids just because they are adults.  I hate 

it when those kind of people say things like, “You’re only 

eleven-years-old; you can’t change the world!”  I think that 

everyone who has ever been in S.T.E.M., though, can    

definitely prove them wrong! 
    The bottom line is that S.T.E.M. is a fun, educational 

program that really challenges students everywhere.  

S.T.EM. also provides a perfect excuse to the people who 

say young people can’t change the world and do great 

things for the students to call them 
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Do you have students who are doing amazing things with technolo-

gy in your classroom?  Please share by emailing Maggie Davis. 

 

Lorelei Culbreth and Kaylee 

Borup, students at EMS, enjoy 

working on their STEM project. 
—Lorelei Culbreth, 6th grade, EMS 
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